Archdiocese of | Galveston-Houston

%
+$$$,-./01
$

%

~N H
—~
(6]
»

1 12
# # )

16 !

I ## #

(
1(
$

1

12

$ %

2

( $ 1%

##

%

*#

"15 % 2 7

$ +=->0/7-4--==

#9$ %

$)*+’* +* $

Charisms for Everyone!.... Save the Date............ 1

Pentecost Grace........... Journey inRCIA .............. 2.
Life in the Spirit & FIF Retreats
My Weekend with the Holy Spirit ............................ /

Hispanic Community Events...............co.ccooeeiennee 6 &7
Praise, Worship & Adore Jesus
The Absolute Best Story, Ever..........c.cooviiiiiiiinn.n.
Unite for Life ... Houston Coalition for Life............... 10
Blind Faith
Catholic Men’s Day of Prayer
Vicariates & Deaneries




%59@ / LA

% / # . 0

1*+*28+13 *4 " +47*$5
Rev. Michael Scherrey CC
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
in #2003 states, “Grace is first and
foremost the gift of the Holy Spirit
who justifies and sanctifies us.” We
do not earn it but we can deny it or
accept it. This is the life transforming
experience of the love of God. This
love restores the plan God has always
had for His children and brings us out
of the dark into the “light” of Christ. $ 8 4

The first Pentecost in the upper room changed Mary and the 9 9 8
apostles as the Holy Spirit illuminated their minds and hearts 2 < #$5 <

to know Christ personally and intimately at an ever deeper + 4
level. They understood not only the love of God in a new 0 12

heart and relationship but, understood all that He had taught - #$52

them; in the many teachings He gave them. 7 93

This is the same understanding we receive today in the Faith $
in the Fire of the Holy Spirit retreat (Life in the Spirit) we do ' 12 9

here at the Center. It is truly amazing to see the Holy Spirit )C  # *
come alive in those at the retreat. This new empowering of #$5
the Spirit changes everyone. This is the effect of the Grace 1
of Pentecost 2000 years ago and in all the time since Christ 5 @ $
came. lItis the same spirit with the same everlasting ef- 6 E' E
fects “We know, brothers loved by God, that you have been 9

chosen, because our gospel comes to you not only in words, 1

but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with great ef- 2 |

fect.” (1 Thes 1:4-5)

At the first Pentecost, scripture says, “I shall ask the Father, 12 $

and he will give you another Paraclete to be with you forever, : 1 4
the Spirit of truth whom the world can never accept since it ' 1
neither sees nor knows him; but you know him because he is 2 ! D

with you, he is in you” (Jn 14:16-17). This is just as true to- D

day. Pope Benedict XVI said in 2005, “I| hope the Holy Spirit
will be evermore welcome in the hearts of believers and that 9 ! !

the ‘culture of Pentecost,” which is so necessary in our day, 12 !

might continue to spread.” 9

| believe the Spirit is just as present today but dormant in ' S @

some ways. | believe it is dormant because most people are ' 5 12 C 4
not praying and wanting the Spirit to move in a powerful 9

way. | believe we must echo the words of Paul in 1 Cor 9:16, #$5

“Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel.” The Gospel must F 1
be echoed by all through the seal for souls which is a fire and 5

a grace of Pentecost. We must be faithful to the call, but be F
looking out for opportunities to evangelize others and not just ; F F

have a prayer meeting for ourselves, just to get a warm and 12 !

fuzzy feeling. If a prayer group is not proclaiming the Gospel 91

to those outside of the prayer group, then the prayer group 9

will tend to feed on itself and die a slow death. The life of 4 "1
any prayer group is ‘going out to preach the “Good News” to 7

all who are willing to listen.” Amen... Amen 2 1

5 < #$5< I
In Christ+ 15

Fr. Michael 67 78 66*9 8
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My weekend with the Holy Spirit

If you have ever attended the Catholic Charismatic Center for any length of time you may have noticed some parishion-
ers speaking in a foreign sounding language. In some cases, you may have seen church goers singing and dancing
during Mass like young kids rocking and rolling at a teenage concert. Perhaps you may have withessed men and wom-
en receiving prayers and blessings from the Center’s prayer teams.

Such was my case when | decided to attend the Catholic Charismatic Center one Thursday evening, on April 8th of
2010. During the Mass, | noticed such love and adoration for our Lord Jesus Christ. Their arms waved high and their
hearts were Holy Spirit filled. Daily struggles seemed distant as parishioners sang and praised. The parish flock praised
without ceasing and they offered a heart felt welcome to new and old members alike. Their rejoicing and veneration was
sincere and they had a joy and peace about them seldom seen in other churches. During the Homily, the parish priest
spoke of being Holy Spirit guided and Jesus Christ directed. He preached love and service and he spoke of finding
peace and rest in the Holy Spirit. His words resonated loudly within my soul. The events of the evening greatly moved
me and | felt a hunger and thirst | knew could not be quenched without learning more about this Holy Spirit filled experi-
ence.

As a long standing Catholic, | had long been exposed to the Apostle Paul’s love letters (Pauline Epistles) to the early
Christian Churches. | read and heard about the story of Nicodemus (Jn 3:1 - 21) many times and | thought | understood
what the Church taught about being born again and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Paul’s letters to the Church of Cor-
inth and Luke’s testimony in the Book of Acts gave me great insight into early Christian blessings and spiritual gifts but
like many modern day church goers, | had much to learn.

Longing to quench my thirst and hunger for Jesus Christ, | became a regular at the Catholic Charismatic Center and |
began to inquire about this Holy Spirit filled experience. | yearned for the living water, Jesus spoke about (Jn 4: 5-15)
and | intensely desired the peace, joy and fullness, | was witnessing in my new church members. | so desperately
sought and prayed for a much fuller, deeper and richer relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.

As faith would have it, Christ answered my request. During one of my visits to the Center, | noticed a flyer for the “Faith
into the Fire of the Holy Spirit” retreat. On the weekend of June 26th and 27th of 2010, with great anticipation, | attend-
ed the “Faith into the Fire” retreat. Love flowed abundantly that weekend and my quest to deepen my relationship with
Jesus Christ began in earnest. At first, | did not piece the two together. The retreat was simply an extension of the Char-
ismatic Center and it offered a greater understanding into the celebration of our Mass. It was preparation to the main
course which is found in the Eucharist. Like many other retreats, this one promised to be different. Was it ever! It was a
retreat of a life time! Like others who attended the “Faith into the Fire”, | had no idea my life would never be the same
again.

At “Faith into the Fire” about 70 to 80 people attended that weekend and it included an army of volunteers. The team
was composed of priests, deacons, and speakers; musicians with uplifting worship, cooks, and numerous facilitators
offering to guide our progress for a more purposeful way of life as Christians Catholics. The speakers, guided exercises
and a series of roundtables provided great insight into the Holy Trinity, the Eucharist, our Sacraments, the Mass and the
Bible. The trained volunteers helped decipher our questions about many of the mysteries of our Lord Jesus and His
teachings. The weekend seemed to piece it all together. My purpose as a Christian was now beginning to take shape
and that fog around me was beginning to unveil a clearer picture of my life. The retreat offered a greater comprehen-
sion of His blessings and gifts and it enabled me to start living a life transforming relationship with my Lord Jesus Christ.

All of a sudden, the joy and adoration, | had previously seen in the Center was now resonating within me. In a period of
a weekend, | had been commissioned as a follower of Christ. The Spirit of Fire was now raining on me and suddenly
the true meaning and feeling of the Holy Spirit was filling my soul. | was touched by Love Divine as | began to feel His
Love ruling and reigning in me.

Of course, the “Faith into the Fire” retreat was only the beginning as one can spend a life time and never reach an
ounce of understanding of His Love and Grandeur. But, what a start! | feel complete and fully primed to start the jour-
ney of a life time. | am prepared to serve and let myself be guided and directed by His Love and now more than ever,
the peace and the joy of my Lord Jesus Christ lives in me. In my life changing experience, | have extended this Love to
my wife and children. This retreat impacted all facets of my life. After “Faith into the Fire” there was a noticeable new
growth in all of my relationships. We have as a family, improved and grown as we now share my passion and deeper
love of God. | strongly encourage everyone who desires to grow closer to Christ to attend the awesome “Faith into the
Fire” retreat. | am blessed, | did!

May our love for Christ unite us all — Joe Flores — joeflores2010@hotmail.com
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Tragic death, broken heart, and life gain!

Before | experienced the absolute true Love of God, | was an average Catholic Christian. | believed in Christ and
was raised by devoted Catholic parents. | went to Catholic school and received my sacraments but | didn’t live my
faith fully, | was just there going thru the motions. | wasn't active with my church and didn’t volunteer in ministries. |
went to church but never sensed the true presence of Jesus living in me as | do today.

My faith in Jesus was tested when my husband and the father of my only child instantly died. | couldn’t seem to un-
derstand why God would take away my husband. He loved the Lord; he was a great father to his young son and a
devoted loving husband to me. It seemed my world instantly, tragically ended, and it did in the way it existed. | had
my faith and my son, Matt. He was going to Catholic school and that helped him, but it was still harder than one
could ever imagine for me. | was now carrying the whole load and being a single parent with a broken heart in
deep grieving pain. | fell to my knees many days asking God for His strength to get me through another dreadful
day and to help me make the right choices and decisions. It pains me and brings tears to my eyes when | think of
those many years of deep hurt and pain in my heart. | felt so empty and all alone, all my dreams, my happiness
and my life goals just disappeared, instantly. | was full of sorrow, so very sad, numb, depressed, and suffered from
abandonment. | lived in despair from the tragic lose and everything in my life seemed hopeless.

As years passed, my life kept getting harder and more challenging and extremely difficult and | found myself mourn-
ing and weeping in a deep valley of tears. | prayed for God to hear my sorrows, to help guide me out of the storms
of my life. | just couldn’t understand why my life was so full of suffering and dreadful events. In deep depression |
would pray, “Please Lord save me”. | have fallen heavily into a slump of my life and need healing from a deeply
scared heart. | slowly accepted the life challenges and began to believe it was God'’s will and all things work togeth-
er in His master plans and to His glory. With God’s love | slowly grew, although | was still so sad and discouraged.
Deep down | believe God had a plan for my life and Jesus would strengthen me in time to live His plan. My heart
began to mend a little but | was empty inside and just couldn’t seem to feel healed or whole. | would pray Proverbs
3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct your paths”

When | think back to the true turning point in my life, it was when | first went to the Catholic Charismatic Center
(CCCQC) for Mass. In God'’s perfect timing, Father announced a retreat and strongly encouraged everyone to go and
grow in The Spirit! This was definitely the major turning point in my life. | registered to attend the “Faith Into

Fire” (FIF) retreat. This retreat was a catalyst to release my deep pain. My life totally changed and improved, | laid
my burdens down; | totally gave them to Jesus and truly accepted Him as my Lord and Savior. He healed me,
changed me, and strengthened me in body, soul and spirit. | grew with the “Love of God” in a new, truly pure,
beautiful way. | started to love Jesus intimately in my heart and | sensed the true presence of Jesus. He was alive
in me and | was filled with His Joy! The Holy Spirit enlightened, empowered and directed me to share God’s abun-
dant love to others around me. | truly felt the Love of God and His mighty arms around me. Jesus filed my empty
heart with His peace. He strengthened my love, faith and trust. | danced with Jesus around the house with absolute
true love of God!

The friendships and the Christ like love that has been extended to me by the Priest and the community also made a
remarkable difference in my life . | joined the “Evangelization Team” (FIF), and started to grow deeper in sharing my
faith. It all began with the (FIF) retreat, “Jesus saved me!” | also took the assessment of Charism Gifts and now |
enjoy being part of the Charism Discernment team. My son, sisters and brothers have noticed a positive change in
me, | am happy. Sometimes | even catch myself laughing! As | write this story, | cry with shouts of pure Joy,
“Thank You Jesus, Thank You Jesus!”

Today | am active in different ministries and | continue growing in my faith and trust in Jesus daily. The heart break-
ing past is behind me now. | sincerely want to humbly encourage everyone to truly get connected with Christ
through the church. | am so grateful that | did, | have life again. My hope is that by telling my story you may find a
connection or it may resonate in you to know Jesus. He is the truth, the way and the life that sets the captives
free. Everyone is welcome to the light of Christ and you have a purpose in God’s Kingdom. Come, grow
and become an example of true joy and happiness with a fullness of faith and trust in God’s eternal love.

Joyfully yours in Christ,
Kathleen Carpenter <t><
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CATHOLIC MEN’'S DAY OF PRAYER

DIOCESE OF GALVESTON-HOUSTO'N
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The Catholic Charismatic Center is dediéd to bringing
S II people to the full Iife of Jesus Christ and His Church
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